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SUB J : NY TIMES EDITORIAL "BELGRADE STALINISM" 

REF: STATE 41903 

1. EMBASSY BELIEVES NEW YORK TIMESEDITORIAL IS POTENTIALLY 
DAMAGING EXTENSION OF DISTORTED REPORTING BY TIMES CORRES- 
PONDENT ON WHICH WE PREVIOUSLY HAVE COMMENTED. 

2. BY IMPLYING THAT DEATH SENTENCE MIGHT BE IMPOSED ON MIHAJLOV 
AND REFERRING TO SUPPOSED TERRORIZATION OF POTENTIAL DISSIDENTS, 
EDITORIAL PAINTS A PICTURE OF TERROR AND REPRESSION WICH IS SIMPLY 
INACCURATE AND IS HIGHLY MISLEADING. THERE IS NO MASSIVE PRESS 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, AND WE HAVE NO IDEA WHERE 
THE EDITORIAL WRITER PICKED UP SUCH PHRASING. 

3. YUGOSLAVIA'S ECONOMIC SITUATION IS "WORSENING" NO MORE QUICKLY 
NOR SERIOUSLY THAT THAT OF HER WESTERN EUROPEAN TRADING PARTNERS, 
AND IF COMPARED, FOR EXAMPLE, TO ITALY, YUGOSLAVIA IS IN GOOD 
SHAPE. THE IMPLICATION THAT MASSIVE NUMBERS OF YUGOSLAVS ARE 
RETURNING 

FROM WESTERN EUROPE IS UNTRUE AND ALSO MISLEADING. 
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4. IN SUM, WE WOULD HOPE DEPARTMENT COULD FIND OPPORTUNITY TO EX- 
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PRESS TO TIMES EDITORS OUR DISMAY AT THE PROMULGATION OF SUCH A 
FALSE PICTURE OF THE SITUATION IN YUGOSLAVIA, AND ASK THAT 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO DOING SOMETHING TO CORRECT THE 
RECORD - ALTHOUGH UNFORTUNATELY THE DAMAGE ALREADY PROBABLY HAS 
BEEN DONE. 

MILLER 
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